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234 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

However, is it not time that we had an entirely new English translation 

of Josephus' works? Whiston published his translation in 1737, one 

hundred and seventy-one years ago. The style of it (even as revised by 

Shilleto) is antiquated, and the text from which it was made has been 

superseded by the modern critical texts, of which Niese's (1887-94) is 

counted standard. A new English translation should be accompanied by 

numerous topographical, historical, and critical notes, with suitable essays 

upon the life, characteristics, and influence of Josephus, and the sources, 

qualities, and historical value of his writings. 

C. W. Votaw 
The University of Chicago 



The New Appreciation of the Bible. By Rev. Willard C. Selleck, 
D.D. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1907. Pp. 409. 
$1.50. 

The title of this book is exceedingly felicitous in that it avoids the sinister 
connotation of the common term "higher criticism," and suggests the con- 
structive and conservative phases of critical biblical study. This is well, 
seeing the book was prepared for the ordinary reader rather than for the 
expert scholar. Its laudable aim is to put into the hands of the intelligent 
and substantial people of the church who are in the inquiring mood, the 
new view that has come to obtain among Christian scholars with reference 
to the origin, inspiration, contents, purpose, and use of the Scriptures. 
The author believes there can be no retreat from the positions taken by 
the modern school of criticism; that their findings are in the main correct, 
and that the rank and file of the churches must eventually accept these 
views. But the prevailing view among the people at present is the traditional 
view which regards the Bible as a miraculous gift directly from Heaven, 
the very Word of God and of equal value in every part, and of such trans- 
cendent worth as to make it a thing of irreverence to study it as ordinary 
literature is studied. 

It is the task of the critic and teacher today to conduct the host of impa- 
tient and eager inquirers successfully out of the old Egyptian bondage to 
theories of high inspiration, into a rational appreciation of the Scriptures 
as a depository of religious experience through which God is revealed to 
men. Dr. Selleck undertakes this task, not so much as an original critic 
as a disciple of the critics. His mood is not only sane but reverent and 
appreciative. The Bible is valued for what it is as well as for what it has 
done. If in its evaluation a relativity of worth is discovered it is that its 
progressive character as a revelation may be set forth. 
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The volume opens with an excellent introduction, which treats of the 
place and influence of the Bible in modern life. The main body has two 
parts, the first of which is explanatory and historical, showing "The Mean- 
ing of Biblical Criticism." The brief story of the way in which we came by 
our English Bible is followed by a fair statement of the traditional view of 
the Bible. A chapter on the nature of biblical criticism prepares us for 
the new view of both the Old Testament and the New. Out of this comes 
a restatement of the doctrine of inspiration, the nature of the Bible as 
revelation, and its authority in the realm of human conduct. 

The second part, which deals with "The Value and Use of the Bible," 
best reveals the genius of the book as "The New Appreciation of the Bible." 
Here is shown its constructive, spiritual worth in our modern life as seen 
in its proper use in the Sunday school, the public school, the home, in self- 
culture, and in the spread of western civilization. The chapter on the 
"Bible in the Public School" is very timely. It is argued that in view of the 
growing recognition of the public school's function in the line of moral 
education, and the increasing appreciation of the Bible as a noble literature 
which affects ethical culture, that it should have a place in the curriculum 
of our schools, not to be taught dogmatically, but as literature. 

Adverse criticism might be offered on some sections of this book, but 
on the whole it is such a timely and valuable aid to a better understanding 
of the Scriptures from the new point of view that such criticism would seem 
like an uncalled-for gratuity. 

Robert W. Van Kirk 

Jackson, Mich. 

A Diary of My Life in the Holy Land. By Dr. A. E. Breen, author 
of General Introduction to Holy Scripture and A Harmonized 
Exposition 0} the Four Gospels, illustrated. Rochester, N. Y. : 
John P. Smith Printing Company, 1906. Pp. xvi+637. $4.50. 

The author of this book, a learned Roman Catholic priest, was a mem- 
ber of the Archaeological and Biblical School, which is conducted by the 
Dominican Fathers in Jerusalem, during the winter of 1904-5. He has 
recorded in this book vividly his impressions not only of Jerusalem but of 
the parts of Palestine which he visited with the various archaeological and 
geographical expeditions which are conducted by the school every year. 
As these tours are so planned as to cover practically all parts of the country, 
Dr. Breen gives a description of most of Palestine. 

In spite of some faults of style and taste the book is a most interesting 
one — not less so to the Protestant than to the Catholic. Dr. Breen is a 
devout priest. He speaks in this diary with surprising frankness of that 



